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92 BOOK REVIEWS 

Peter Sailly (1754-1826): A Pioneer Champion of the Champlain 
Valley, with extracts from his Diary and Letters, by George S. 
Bixby. New York State Library History Bulletin 12. Albany : 
The University of the State of New York, 1919. Pp. 94. 
Pierre, son of Frederick Maire, was born April 20, 1754, at the 
forges of Ste. Marie, in the old Lorraine province of France. He 
was educated for professional life, but turned to iron making. In 
this came misfortune for which he was not responsible. He there- 
fore joined the considerable number of French immigrants of con- 
dition and character who were attracted to the United States after 
the peace of 1783 with Great Britain. With his new country he 
took a new name. As Peter Sailly he settled down with his family 
on land he purchased in 1785 near Plattsburg, New York. He died 
there March 16, 1826. For four decades he was a notable and in- 
fluential figure in the social, commercial and political life of north- 
ern New York, as merchant, county judge, member of the legis- 
lature, representative in Congress, collector of customs and patron 
of all public improvements and institutions of education. "A 
man of exceptional force, of impressive personal appearance and 
manner, of unusual courage," and further says this biography: 
"Although reared a Roman Catholic he failed to set great store by 
ecclesiastical forms, and he was by no means a churchman. How- 
ever, he never attached himself seriously to any other Church. 
He contributed liberally to the building of the Presbyterian 
Church in Plattsburg and owned a pew in it." He had seven 
children. It can be surmised what effect the Presbyterian pew 
had on their religious convictions and that his grandchildren are 
not among those prominent in the affairs of that local institution, 
the Plattsburg Catholic Summer School. A number of other French 
immigrants were attracted like Peter Sailly to northeastern New 
York towards the end of the eighteenth century. Many were men 
of means and education, but, under their auspices, the Church 
made neither transient nor permanent progress. Their neglect 
and indifference stand out in sharp contrast to the zeal of the poor 
Irish canal-diggers and railroad-builders who followed after them. 
They soon occupied pews in churches of their own. Their pos- 
terity have multiplied them all over the great state consecrated 
to the True Faith by the French blood of the martyr Jogues. 

Thomas F. Meehan. 



